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Sems things are diffzult @%

NEWS Venture Mall reinvenis itsell as San
Front Page 12/18/2005
Local/State
Obituaries By Douglas Sams
Nation/World Stafl Writer
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Sports
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Weekend/Movies Amid the clamorous talk
Gwinnett Gab gf’hig‘h-ﬁgc& ficar Lsurs Arenos. an etployee at Deleria Ms
Health/Wellness Gwinnett Place Mall, 2 Plimin Duiu, sweeps e s
Home & Garden once dying shopping center has been quictly rebomn.
Travel Venture Outlet Mall, whose retail star faded over the years into
Archives dull paint and emply slores, 1s recast in bright Adobe colors of the
Corrections Southwest. Mexican fiesta music blends with the sounds of saws
and nail guns as the finishing louches are placed on what is now
[Feams... | called Santa Fe Plaza.
Amy Forero, Santa Fe Plaza’s leasing manager, has [illed the 17-
SERVICES acre retail center with an international mix of
Classifieds tenants,
Legal Ads Although the look and sound is Latino, the mall houses a vanety
Photo Galleries of tenants and merchandise from different nationalities.
Suhbscriber Services There is a Mexican candy store with yellow and orange pinatas
Reader Submission and spiced lollipops and a Latin music store called Discolandia.
Forms Narges Ibrahim, owner of Egyptian Comer, offers Middle Eastern
Career Fair gifts and antigues. Tierra Sania, translated *“the holy land,” sells
Special Sections rcligious figurines of Christian icons such as the Virgin Mary.
A new food court will offer Mexican and Colombian cuisine, a
Contact Us bakery, ice cream and seafood.
Advertising Dept. “We have many cultures represented here,” said Forero, who has
Circulation Dept. spent the past three months building the diverse tenant mix,
Editorial Dept. Doug Reid is one retailer who knew the old Venlure Mall and
About Us stuck around for the transformarion. His sports trading card
business is benefiting from the changes.
Links Big crowds are returming to the retail center, cspecially on the
Community Links weekends. To capture the growing intemational customers of
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Local Traffic Santa Fc Plaza, Reid has added more soccer cards to his inventory.
Information

Lottery Former Brazilian soccer great Pele is a big seller, as are Hispanic
Sm':k? : baseball stars such as Boston’s Manny Ramirez and the Yankeces’
TV Listings Alex Rodriguez.

Weather “The renovations have basically turned this into an entirely new

mall,” said Reid, owner of Venture Sports Show.

“We had lost some tenants over the years. There were lots of
empty spaces. New malls in other parts of Gwinnell were posing a
lot of challenges. Everything was kind of dull and dreary. Now it's
vibrant again and exciting, Things have picked up considerably.”
A rekindled retail center like Sante Fe Plaza cnhances the effort to
upgrade the Pleasant Hill cormidor, said Dave Rosselle, who heads
the Gwinnctt Place Community Improvement District.
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