IT’S ALL RIGHT HERE.

THE GWINNETT WAY

1

IT’S ALL RIGHT HERE.

THE OVERVIEW.

JOHNS CREEK

IT’S ALL RIGHT HERE!

PEACHTREE CORNERS
The primary vision for the Gwinnett Way is to transform a
series of discreet places along an aging group of transportation
corridors into one contiguous spine with a distinct identity. Tying
together people and place, the Gwinnett Way vision allows a
diverse population to imagine a new and different future which

NORCROSS

reignites the engine of activity around a new ‘Main Street.’
The following framework highlights improved accessibility,
economic reinvestment, and social gathering places focused

BEST FRIEND PARK

around the corridor. This vision is intended to be adaptable,
allowing uses beyond those imagined here to be included
within the corridor, to reflect the desires of the surrounding
communities.
The Gwinnett Way seeks to inspire residents and visitors alike,
providing a place to celebrate and connect; a place to thrive
and succeed. With the potential to encourage a live/learn/
work/play lifestyle all will be able to rally behind the fact that “It’s
All Right Here!”
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THE GWINNETT WAY

WHY IS THIS
PROJECT
IMPORTANT?

THE BENEFITS.
Transportation. Economic Development . Open Space.
Cultural Amenities.

THE BENEFITS.

THE GWINNETT WAY UNIFIES
YEARS OF PLANNING STUDIES
INTO A COHESIVE VISION TO
PROPEL GWINNETT’S FUTURE
Over twenty plans and studies spanning the past nine years

Beyond meeting these primary goals, the vision for the Gwinnett

for Southwest Gwinnett form the foundation for this vision.

Way is imbued with the excitement, heritage and diversity of

Together, they deliver a strong case for more walkable, dense,

Gwinnett County. The corridor will connect activity centers, park

livable districts that steer Gwinnett in the direction to capture the

and education systems, cultural resources, and surrounding cities

changing desire of the current market place. Recommendations

and neighborhoods. Culminating in a distinct and identifiable

from these previous efforts set the primary goals for the project:

environment for Gwinnett, a number of benefits and outcomes

•

Provide an efficient, cost-effective, and safe transportation

are generated:

system which allows individuals to choose the best way for
•

them to move.

•

Economic Development activities and job creation

Capitalize on redevelopment potential of Southwest

•

New choices in transportation modes will lead to traffic

Gwinnett, facilitating growth of future employment and
resident populations.
•

Support lifelong communities and healthy lifestyles by
reducing reliance on automobiles for short trips

•

Increase connectivity among activity centers, the cities of
Gwinnett, and the broader region.
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congestion relief, as a result of replacing aging infrastructure
•

New parks, trails and cultural amenities are added to
Gwinnett County’s robust systems

SAFETY

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

TRAFFIC RELIEF

PUBLIC ARTS AND EDUCATION

CULTURAL EVENTS

COMMUNITY OFFERINGS

PARKS AND TRAILS

TRANSIT

CYCLING INFRASTRUCTURE

THE GWINNETT WAY
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THE BENEFITS.

THE BENEFITS OF COMPARABLE
PROJECTS AND THE PROJECTED
BENEFITS OF THE GWINNETT WAY
ARE PROFOUND
CORRIDOR

HEALTHLINE
CLEVELAND, OHIO

BELTLINE

SANDY SPRINGS, GEORGIA

GWINNETT WAY

MULTI-USE TRAIL AND TRANSIT LINE
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nationally, are repurposing aging and underused infrastructure

COMMUNITY
IMPACT

6.8

THROUGHOUT THE CORRIDOR
MILES

22
1.1

4.5 MILES

OF NEW BIKE LANES

33 MILES
MILES

TRAIL SYSTEM

PUBLIC ART PROGRAM

1,300 ACRES

OF NEW PARKS

INTERACTIVE ART SCULPTURES
MILES

GREENWAY AND PARK

GWINNETT COUNTY, GEORGIA

efforts in Southwest Gwinnett. Other cities, both locally and

INTEGRATED PUBLIC ART

MULTI-USE TRAIL AND TRANSIT LINE

ABERNATHY GREENWAY

geographic and economic circumstances to fuel revitalization

LENGTH

BUS RAPID TRANSIT LINE

ATLANTA, GEORGIA

The Gwinnett Way is uniquely positioned to take advantage of
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MILES

6.6 ACRES
CREATES AND
CONNECTS

OF GREENSPACE

630 ACRES

OF PARKS
AND GREENSPACE

systems with profound results. The positive impacts in those cities
from a community, economic, and tranportation perspective
are evident as a result of their efforts. Similar impacts can be
anticipated through the revitalization of the Gwinnett Way.

ECONOMIC
IMPACT

TRANSPORTATION
OUTCOME

$5.8 BILLION
$114.54
$1

30%

IN DIRECT INVESTMENTS
ALONG THE CORRIDOR

RETURN FOR EVERY

AMOUNT OF DIRECT
PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT
ALONG THE CORRIDOR

6X

RIDERSHIP INCREASE
FROM PREVIOUS BUS LINE

60%

5 MILLION
2.5X
5X

OF INVESTMENT

RIDERS IN 2014

$2.4 BILLION

IN MODE SHARE FOR CYCLING

INCREASE IN
BICYCLE COMMUTES

RETURN ON PUBLIC/PRIVATE INVESTMENT

4%-20%

REDUCTION IN
COMMUTE TIMES

PROPERTY VALUE INCREASE TO
AREAS IN CLOSE PROXIMITY

NA

HEALTH COST SAVINGS RELATED
TO HEALTHIER LIFESTYLES
PROJECTIONS IN THE AREA INCLUDE

20%

INCREASE IN THE AMOUNT
OF RESIDENTIAL UNITS

INCREASE IN EMPLOYMENT
OVER THE NEXT 15 YEARS

44%

*

11,400
1900 HOURS

PROJECTED DAILY
BOARDINGS

*

SAVED DAILY
BY COMMUTERS

*NUMBERS PROVIDED BY I-85 CORRIDOR LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT FEASIBILITY STUDY PHASE II, JANUARY 2010
THE GWINNETT WAY
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WHAT ARE
THE CORE
COMPONENTS?

THE ELEMENTS.
The Trail. Waypoints. Transit Stations. Furnishings.

THE ELEMENTS.

A MULTI-USE TRAIL, ALONG WITH
A TRANSIT CORRIDOR ARE THE
MAIN DESIGN ELEMENTS OF THE
GWINNETT WAY

The Gwinnett Way is a thirteen-mile-long corridor stretching
from Norcross to the Infinite Energy Center, primarily along
Brook Hollow Parkway and Satellite Boulevard. The revitalized
corridor will create a north-south connection that encompasses
multiple travel modes - private vehicles, transit, pedestrians,
and bicycles - and links with Atlanta’s regional transit system.
Secondary east-west connections from rapidly developing city
centers within Gwinnett in the form of roadways and trails further
extend the corridor’s influence into the county.
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The main organizing elements for the corridor are a multi-use

secondary components provide a human scale of placemaking

trail for pedestrians and cyclists, along with a dedicated right of

creating diversity through subtle differentiation of these elements

way for transit which is currently envisioned as median running

along the corridor. Additional elements such as art, programming,

BRT. The design diagram below highlights these two features as

and community amenities should be included as the vision is

primary unifying elements.

enhanced through community conversations.

In addition to the trail and transit, other core design components
of the corridor are highlighted; waypoints and stations, landscape
(arboretum), activity center branding, and color palette. These

THE GWINNETT WAY
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THE ELEMENTS.

PRINCIPLES OF MOVEMENT AND
DIVERSITY ARE REPRESENTED IN
THE DESIGN OF THE GWINNETT WAY
TRAIL
Historically, Gwinnett County has a rich tradition of forward

Excitement, artistic expression, optimism and achievement are

movement and progress. From its beginnings along the railroad

expressed through a palette of green which is both resolute in

and early leather industries, Gwinnett at its heart is a community

presence and fresh in attitude.

based in quality, opportunity, and a welcoming attitude. The
diversity of its people and its continued growth reflect these

The pattern is applied to multi-use trail, and forms the primary

characteristics. The Gwinnett Way will celebrate these unique

design expression for the corridor. This expression forges a bold

attributes - movement and diversity - embracing them as the

and experiential public realm, communicating a positive and

inspiration for the dominant design gesture, and to establish its

energetic image of modern Gwinnett.

identity.
The principles of movement and diversity are represented in the
design of the Gwinnett Way as interwoven strands superimposed
on a tapestry of color. A rich and exciting pattern emerges which
then becomes the main unifying language for the Gwinnett Way.

THE TRAIL PATTERN IS COMPRISED OF FLUID
SHAPES THAT VARY IN COLOR AND SCALE
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UNIFYING. INCLUSIVE. FRIENDLY. VIBRANT. SYMBOLIC.

UNIQUE. BOLD. SIMPLE. GENUINE. CELEBRATORY.
TRANSFORMATIVE. EXPERIENTIAL. CONNECTED.

THE GWINNETT WAY

19

THE ELEMENTS.

LOCAL PLACES ARE DEFINED BY
WAYPOINTS AND TRANSIT STATIONS

Waypoints are dispersed along the length of the Gwinnett
Way - providing amenities to trail users, signifying other trail or
park entrances, announcing an adjacent property’s presence,
or providing a canvas for arts and cultural elements. Waypoints
carry the corridor branding forward through pattern and color,
and establish the architectural language of the transit stations.

WAYPOINTS PROVIDE A PEDESTRIAN SCALED
ORGANIZATIONAL SYSTEM FOR THE TRAIL

THE TRAIL CARRIES THE MAIN DESIGN
EXPRESSION FOR THE CORRIDOR IN A PAINT
APPLIED PATTERN
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THREE STRUCTURE VARIATIONS OFFER SHADE AND RESPITE
AND VARIOUS ADDITIONAL AMENITY PACKAGES

FIXED AND FLEXIBLE SEATING

Stations for the transit system are envisioned as simple structures
which primarily provide shelter from the elements and services
for the riders. The stations, as well as the waypoints, reflect the
changing color palette along the corridor through the application
of dominant color scheme further defining where the user is
within the broader system.

STATIONS PROVIDE SHELTER AND WAITING
AREAS, ALONG WITH NECESSARY SERVICES

STATION WALLS CAN REFLECT LOCAL BUILDING MATERIALS, WHILE PROVIDING
AN ARMATURE FOR BRANDED AND WAYFINDING ELEMENTS

DEDICATED TRANSIT RIGHT-OF-WAY
HIGHLIGHTED BY COLOR, STRIPING, AND
BARRIER CURBS

THE GWINNETT WAY
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THE ELEMENTS.

FURNISHINGS SUCH AS BENCHES,
SIGNS, AND LIGHTING ENHANCE
THE CORRIDOR’S IDENTITY
Wayfinding elements further reinforce the identity of the

Similar to how the old ‘Gwinnett is Great’ water tower was

Gwinnett Way through a number of vehicular, pedestrian,

a landmark for the traveling public, large graphic medallions

and district sign elements.

and iconic messaging benches provide a series of markers
announcing activity hubs and centers.

VEHICULAR DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE
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PEDESTRIAN DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE

LOW BENCH W/ SMALL HUB MESSAGING

MEDALLIONS

SPONSORED BIKE SHARE PROGRAM

MILE MARKERS

HANGING BANNERS

LOW BENCH W/ LARGE HUB MESSAGING

THE GWINNETT WAY
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HOW WILL
PEOPLE
USE THE
GWINNETT
WAY?

THE EXPERIENCE.
Thrive. Inspire. Succeed. Celebrate. Connect.

Gwinnett County’s got everything a
major city has – great food, arts,
entertainment, sports, parks – and
then some.

Residents rarely leave the
confines of Gwinnett.

Gwinnett County is in the middle of a Renaissance.

You don’t really have to leave Gwinnett
because it’s a community.

It’s become more than a food scene,
though, it’s a movement, a melodic shift
that’s shaping the very nature of
Southern culture.

Each town’s story
is different.

It’s about creating jobs and about
making sure business is healthy – small,
medium, or large businesses alike.

Seven Gwinnett County high schools
have been transformed into College and
Career Academies.

When a restaurant opens in Georgia, but
they’re are also in Shanghai and Seoul and
they chose Gwinnett County to be in, that
kind of tells a story of the county’s uniqueness.

The list of things to do is as long as
Gwinnett County is diverse.

Source: Explore Gwinnett, Gwinnett Magazine, Partnership Gwinnett
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It’s ripe for
awesomeness!

The melting pot of cultures makes
Gwinnett the most diverse county in the
Southeast.

Gwinnett’s home to the top parks
and recreation system in the state.

It’s a community where the cameraman
and key grip feel just as a part of the
neighborhood as the local
schoolteacher or business owner.

THE GWINNETT WAY
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WE LIVE TO
WE LEARN TO
WE WORK TO
WE PLAY TO

THRIVE.
INSPIRE.
SUCCEED.
CELEBRATE.

THE GWINNETT WAY IS WHERE WE ALL CONNECT.

•
•
•
•
•

Residential Growth
Lifelong Communities
Healthy Communities
Environmental Health
Sustainability

SUCCEED.

INSPIRE.

THRIVE.
•
•
•
•

Public Arts
Educational Programming
Interactive Programming
Community Gardens

•
•
•
•

Economic Development
Employment Opportunity
Community Investment
Tourism and Hospitality Growth

CELEBRATE.
• Festivals
• Cultural Programming
• Parks and Open Space

CONNECT.
• Pedestrian and Cycling Trails
• Transit Enhancement
• Safety and Efficiency
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THRIVE.
Gwinnett County has everything a major city has: international cuisine,
arts and culture, sports and entertainment, nationally-recognized parks
and recreation, world-class schools and welcoming neighborhoods, and
a list of things to do that is as diverse as Gwinnett itself. The Gwinnett
Way establishes a fabric of public spaces which highlight the rich cultural
and historical legacies of the people of Gwinnett, reinforcing the adage
that ‘Gwinnett is Great’ and a place to thrive.

THE GWINNETT WAY
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THRIVE.

“

I’m an application designer and a recent
graduate. Money is tight, but because I live and
work at Gwinnett Place – I don’t need a car,
which really helps. Everything I need is a short
walk or bus ride away. There’s so much to do
right around me, it’s all right here! In fact, I’m
heading to happy hour with my coworkers to
celebrate a new company milestone. Gwinnett is
Great!
NIA

App Designer

NORCROSS
STATION
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GWINNETT
VILLAGE

PARKLANDS

GWINNETT
PLACE

INFINITE
ENERGY
CENTER

NIA

Satellite Boulevard near Gwinnett Place
establishes one of Gwinnett’s new Main
Streets. The trail veers away from Satellite
Boulevard through a series of new parks
on the mall property, while the transit
continues along the main corridor.

THE GWINNETT WAY
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THRIVE.

A new public space is envisioned
at Gwinnett Place, tying together
the existing bus hub on Satellite
Boulevard with a transit stop and
bridge connections to McDaniel Farm
Park. Surrounded by new residential
and commercial development, the
new Gwinnett Green is an active and
engaging place to meet with friends, take
in a small performance, or simply enjoy a
summer evening.
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INSPIRE.
The Gwinnett Way provides the canvas to unify the diverse nature of
its community. It captures an enhanced way of life, an improved way of
connecting, a friendly way to shape community, and an exciting way to
explore. It builds upon Gwinnett’s rich educational foundation and arts
scene, creating a genuine place to learn and be inspired.

THE GWINNETT WAY
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INSPIRE.

“

We’re on our way to Beaver Ruin Park – Carlos
has been studying nature this week at preschool
and wants to go and walk the boardwalks
to see what we can find. Last week we were
at McDaniel Farm Park learning about the
agricultural heritage of Gwinnett. It’s great how
well the schools have integrated the park system
into their curriculum. I still get inspired when I
come out with Carlos and see all of the art and
education exhibits along the way.
JOSE + CARLOS
Student and Father

NORCROSS
STATION
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GWINNETT
VILLAGE

PARKLANDS

GWINNETT
PLACE

INFINITE
ENERGY
CENTER

JOSE + CARLOS

The natural environment is celebrated at
Beaver Ruin Park, allowing the corridor
to form a threshold. Connecting trails
envisioned within the utility easements
provide access from areas far from the
Gwinnett Way.

THE GWINNETT WAY
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INSPIRE.

Along the length of the Gwinnett Way,
a series of Waypoints provide amenities
to trail and transit users, thresholds to
connecting trails and parks, and places to
meet with neighbors. A learning garden
is imagined at the intersection of Satellite
and Beaver Ruin Roads, providing an
opportunity for community gardens and
as a place to inspire discovery focused on
the natural world.
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SUCCEED.
From the development of the Atlanta Media Campus, the ongoing
investments around Gwinnett Place, and the expansion of the Infinite
Energy Center – the time is now to capitalize on the planning that has
already been accomplished. The Gwinnett Way is positioned to become
a powerhouse of economic development for all Gwinnett, capable of
attracting creative business, entrepreneurial start-ups, film and media, and
talent. It is a vision that establishes a place where small, medium, and large
businesses will succeed.

THE GWINNETT WAY
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SUCCEED.

“

I’ve got another film shoot this week at the Atlanta
Media Campus, my third trip this month. I really
enjoy coming here – it’s convenient to get to from
the airport, and a relaxing place to stay. I was born
overseas and have traveled the world for work.
In Gwinnett I have the chance to engage with
the cultures of my travels. I love it so much, I’ve
just leased some retail space and am opening an
acting school. After thinking about it for a while, I
had to jump on the potential I find here.

SAM

Character Actor

NORCROSS
STATION
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GWINNETT
VILLAGE

PARKLANDS

GWINNETT
PLACE

INFINITE
ENERGY
CENTER

SAM

The Gwinnett Way is envisioned to tie
into the regional transit system, ultimately
providing connections to broader metro
Atlanta as well as the airport.

THE GWINNETT WAY
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SUCCEED.

The planned Atlanta Media Campus
and gateway development along Jimmy
Carter Boulevard provide an anchor to
the film industry in Georgia and extend a
new commons to the world in southwest
Gwinnett. Open spaces and transportation
enhancements paired together will allow
Gwinnett Village to succeed in its next
chapter as a destination.
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CELEBRATE.
The Gwinnett Way integrates centers of activity focused around
celebration – world class restaurants, entertainment, and events
venues. It is a place to come together with friends and strangers alike
to revel in the experiences of the day. Whether taking in a show at
the Infinite Energy Center, or having a family gathering over dinner,
Gwinnett comes to celebrate here.

THE GWINNETT WAY
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CELEBRATE.

“

It’s been years since I’ve been back to the area,
but tonight’s my birthday and my kids bought
me a weekend on the Gwinnett Way, including
tickets to see Amy Grant – she’s so amazing!
When I was younger I remember going to hang
out at the mall with my friends. The way it was
back then, you had to have a car or catch a ride
with a friend to get anywhere. Now I can hop on
transit, meet my friends for dinner then head to
the show. I’ve gotta run, I don’t want to be late!
RACHAEL
Concert Goer

NORCROSS
STATION
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GWINNETT
VILLAGE

PARKLANDS

GWINNETT
PLACE

INFINITE
ENERGY
CENTER

RACHAEL

The Gwinnett Way provides
opportunities to adjacent properties
for the creation of new interfaces
in the form of development as well
as open spaces. Waypoints are
distributed along the corridor, acting
as a component of the wayfinding
system.

THE GWINNETT WAY
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CELEBRATE.

At the northern end of the Gwinnett Way,
the Infinite Energy Center is given a new
street presence on Satellite Boulevard
with a Waypoint designed to announce
activities at the arena and convention
center. Amenities for concert goers and
conventioneers, are provided to create a
meeting point before and after events.
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CONNECT.
The Gwinnett Way is the north-south corridor which weaves together
years of planning for individual centers of commerce, activity, greenways
and bike paths, and transportation improvements into a cohesive whole.
It provides east-west connections to rapidly developing city centers
within Gwinnett, as well as connections to the regional transit system in
an environment where people move by foot, bike, transit and car. From
the airport to the Infinite Energy Center, from Norcross to Lilburn, from
Gwinnett Place to the Atlanta Media Campus, the future of Gwinnett
will connect here.

THE GWINNETT WAY
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CONNECT.

“

Hi I’m Ji. I grew up just around the corner from
here and went to school at Norcross High – go
Devils! I moved out after college, but I love
coming back to the area every weekend. The trail
systems connect me to just about everywhere,
and allow me to ride and forget about my
troubles for a while. The new parks are amazing
and there’s so much to do now. Each time I ride
through I think how incredible it is, how much has
changed, and what is on the way!
JI

Weekend Warrior

NORCROSS
STATION
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GWINNETT
VILLAGE

PARKLANDS

GWINNETT
PLACE

INFINITE
ENERGY
CENTER

JI

The design of the Gwinnett Way
focuses on a highly imageable trail
with a pattern born from a celebration
of movement and diversity. Public art,
landscape, and waypoints generate
additional recognizable places along
the length of the system.

THE GWINNETT WAY
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CONNECT.

New choices of travel including bike lanes,
cycle tracks and enhanced transit support
current and future development along the
Gwinnett Way. These new choices form
a north south spine connecting to cities,
activity centers, parks and trails, and the
broader Atlanta region.
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THE GWINNETT WAY VISION PROVIDES:
• Infrastructure to support ongoing and new private investment in development, 		
the entertainment and tourism industries, and job growth
• Planned and new parks connecting with the broader Gwinnett system
• Over 13 miles of new bicycle and walking trails connecting to trail systems
throughout Gwinnett and surrounding counties
• Enhanced transit opportunities
• Establishment of lifelong and healthy communities to support a sustainable future
• Celebration of the culture and heritage of Gwinnett County

FROM THE BURGEONING FILM INDUSTRY, TO A
ROBUST AND GROWING CENTRAL BUSINESS
DISTRICT, TO BEST IN CLASS FACILITIES FOR
CONVENTIONS AND SHOWS - IT’S ALL RIGHT
HERE! THE FUTURE OF SOUTHWEST GWINNETT
IS ON ITS WAY, AND ITS NEXT STORY NEEDS YOUR
VOICE.
To find out more, or how you can become involved visit:
GWINNETTWAY.ORG
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