NCR relocated from Dayton, Ohio, to Duluth in 2009, Now, as NCR plans to move to Midtown In 2017,
Gwinnett Place officlals hope to halp counteract the expected loss of Jobs. B0 ANORES | BANORES @A COM
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Adding incentives
may bring more jobs

Gwinne& Place
applying to enlarge
opportunity zone.

By Arlallo Kass
akass@ajc.com

Gwinnett County could land
more jobs if an area that offers
tax incentives to businesses is

values, even while the coun-
ty’s overall values have risen
in that period.

It is also contending with
high office vacancy rates.
“Gwinnett County’s office
market, once competitive with
Fulton Gounty and the Atlanta
metropolitan area, has fallen
increasingly behind in recent
years, and now shows average

vacancies 16% higher than the
regional average,” the oppor-
tunity zone application to'the
state Department.of Gommu-
nity Affairs said.

Allen said the local oppor-
tunity zone, first approved
in 2012, has already helped
bring more than1,000 jobs
back to the area. Opportunity
zones allow business owners
a $3,500 tax credit - the high-

expanded. est in the state - when atleast
The application to enlarge The Iocal two jobs are created.

an opportunity zone near e By applying to expand the

Gwinnett Place Mall will be opportun lty opportunity zone now, while

considered by the state. Such f- NCR is still in the area, Al-

:h zone allohwis }clompaniei Ito get Zone, 'rSt -lenhs:ildbtie is being proactive
e state’s highest-possible tax H to help bring more jobs in as

credit for creating new jobs. appr OVEd in the county is set to lose thou-
The request comes as NCR 2012 ! has sands.

prepares to move its corpo- “Alot of businesses want

e o gitalieadylhel ped s o ariibton &

2017, saitl joe Allen, executive | BFi ng morethan | doris struggling, toa great de-

director of the Gwinnett Place -I 0 0 o » b b k gree.”

Commul;]uctg Imgrovementu Dis- ’ l 0Bs bac Gwinnett Cgunty chairman

trict, w made the applica- | CGharlotte Nash said she “obvi-

tion. The Gwinnett Place area to the area. ously” supported the

has struggled with pervasive

poverty and falling property Gwinnett continledon A9
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Aaron’s core business struggles

But company’s profit
seesjumpin 2Q over
same period last year.

ByLeon Stafford
istafford@ajc.com

Rent-to-own giant Aaron’s

| continues to struggle with'its

i core business, despite a stron-

ger overall second quarter
earnings performance.

Same-store revenue and
foot traffic at company-owned
stores fell 3.9 percent and 3.7,
percent, respectively, as Aar-
on's customers, pinched by
the economy even as it recov-
ers, are not spending,

Neil Saimders. GEO of re-

tail research firm Conlumino,
said, “The continued softoess!
in the core business is disap-
pointing given that Aaron’s
has now suffered a fairly long
riin period of decline and, on
the way, has tried to take steps
to remedy the situation.

“This includes improving

| store layputs and customer:

service, as well as making mar-

| keting campaigns more effec-
| tive, These inftidtives domot
| appear, as of yet, to be bearing

much fruit.

Aaron's profit, however,
Jjumped from $8.5 million in
the second guarter of2014 to
$40.5 million during the same

ear - mostly on

| peri
| ofthe heam’; of its Progres-

sive Financg division: Progres-

-

sive, which Aaron’s bought in
April 2014, had $255.9 million
in'revenue in the second quar-

‘'ter of 2015 and $507.6 million

for the first six months of this
year. Overall Aaron'’s revenue
ticked up more than 16 per-

| centto $769 million.

*“We're disappainted that
COre revenues were not stron-
ger in the quarter but remain
optimistic.that recentinitia-

| tives will'drive better year-

over-year comp$ in the fu-

| ture,” Aaron's GEOJohn Rab-

inson said in a statement.
Robinson wasinstalled in

.November 2014 to succeed

former, GEO Ron Allen, a one-
time Delta Aln Lines CEQ

| ‘who'd been Aaron’s'top execu-
| tive since Februagy 2012.
]
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Feds investigate
airline prices
after train crash

Delta says it didn’t
increase prices and
lowered some fares.

By Kolly Yamanouch!
xyamanouchi@alc.com

The U.S. Department of
Transportation has launched
a price-gouging investigation
looking at air fares in the wake
of the deadly derailment of an
Amtrak train in Philadelphia
in May.

Atlanta-based Delta Air
Lines said Friday it did not in-
crease fares after the crash
and instead lowered some
prices.

The DOT said it has sent in-
quiries to Delta, American,
United, Southwest and JetBlue
seeking pricing information
in response to consumer com-
plaints about “irregular fares”
after the May 12 Amtrak crash.

“The idea that any business

would seek to take advantage
of stranded rail passengers in
the wake of such a tragic event
is unacceptable,” U.S. Trans-
portation Secretary Antho-

ny Foxx sald in a written state-
ment Friday. He added that
the department will “pursue a
thorough investigation” of the
complaints.

In response, Delta said it
“took steps to ensure affected
travelers could affordably and
conveniently reach their desti-
nations.”

Delta said if did not ralse
fares after the crash, and in-
stead, “Delta lowered its high-

| estShuttle prices by nearly 50

percent, to about $300 each
way, for travel between New

| York, Boston and Washing-

ton, D.C.

Delta also said it honored
existing Amtrak tickets for
travel between the three cit-
ies, walved ¢hange fees on
those Delta Shuttle routes and
added flights and seats.

CEO: Cuba won't
be a ‘game-changer’

Delta exec expects

' flights toisland to be

like any other beach.

By Kally Yamanouchi
Kyamanouchi@ale.com

A beach is a beach, says Del-
ta Air Lines CEO Richard'An-
derson.

Atlanta-based Delta wants
to starts scheduled flights to
Cuba when allowed, but An-
derson told employees this
week that the carrier doesn’t
see it as that big-a'deal strate-
gically:

“I don’t thinkit’s going to
bea g::me changer,” Anderson
saidin'a recorded message to
workers.

“Cuba’s going to be com-

I peting with Gayman Islands

and Punta Cuna and St. Thom-

. as and 5t. John and St. Mar-

tin and St. Barts, and we can
go all the way down the list of

which could eventually lead
to renewed travel'and com-
Imerce.

American CEO Doug Park-
er said in a written statement
that “we stand ready to begin
scheduled service when it’s al-
lowed,” and United said “we
look forward to continuing
our constructive dialogue with
both governments about pro-
viding our customers service
between our two nations, sub-
Ject to government approval.”

Delta served Cuba from 1953
to 1961, and more recently op-
erated charter flights to Ha-
vana in 2011 and 2012, includ-
ing from Atlanta, before dis-

| continuing the service due to

flagging demand amid travel
restrictions.

“We're going to participate
in the flying to Cuba. ... I think
it’ll be avery good thing for
Delta to have service to'Ha-
vana from Atlanta,” Ander-

| son said. “But it’s not going

all the sunny, white sand, blue |

water beaches throughout the
Caribbean.”

Anderson’s statement came
after United and American is-
sued statements earlier in the
week on the reopening of the
U.S. and Ciiban embassies,

to be groundbreaking ... Ha-
vana will be very much like a
domestic destination being
that it's only 90 miles from the
mainland of the U.S.”

Anderson said he'd rather.
focus on adding service to Chi-
na to grow international busi-
ness.

| COMING SUNDAY
Crowded planes. Roller coaster airfares. Is it col-
lusion or competition? As the Justice Department
investigates the nation’s four largest airlines, an

|

| important question lies at the heart of the mat-

ter: How much control do consumers really have?,
| Sunday, the AJC breaks down the issues raised by
the federal probe, as well as why the distinction
between standard business practices and illegal
activity could be a tough one to make.
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| FCC gives OK that will
lead to creation of
' major media force.

By Emily Steel
New York Times News Service

Federal regulators have ap-

proved AT&T’s $48.5 billion

| takeover of the satellite compa-
ny DirecTV, creating a new ma-
jor force on the country’s me-
dia landscape.

The Federal Communica-

| tions Commission announced

| Friday that it had granted ap-

! proval of the merger, with con-

| ditions. Earlier this week, the

| Justice Department announced
that it would not challenge the

| acquisition. The regulators

| were reviewing whether the
deal would serve the publicin-

| terest or harm competition.

| The combination of AT&T-

| DirecTV is the largest media
merger so far this year and
will create the country’s larg:
est television distributor with

about 26 million subscribers.

Approval came with a num-
ber of conditions, which reg-
ulators said were aimed at ad-
dressing the potential harms
that come with the combina-
tion of AT&T, one of the coun-
try’s largest telephone and In-
ternet providers, and DirecTV,
the country’s largest satellite
provider. Tom Wheeler, chair-
man of the FCC, said this week
that the conditions also were
meant to introduce more com-
petition the into broadband In-
ternet market.

Atlanta-based Cox Commu-
nications said it “successful-
ly competes with AT&T and Di-
recTV today and will contin-
ue to do so once they combine.
In this unprecedented time of
M&aA activity in the industry, as
a reminder, Cox is not for sale
and we’ll continue to explore
any potential growth opportu-
nities that align with our busi-
ness objectives.” Cox is a unit
of Cox Enterprises, which also
owns The Atlanta Journal-Con-
stitution.

Gwinnett

| continuedfromA8

application and wanted to fo-
cus energy on areas where
there is an opportunity for im-
provement.

The expansion would take in
seven office buildings on Sat-
ellite Boulevard that have lost
value and continue to have high
vacancy rates. Those build-
ings are more than a third emp-
ty and would be more than half
empty when NCR goes. The re-
gional vacancy rate for similar
buildings is 14 percent.

“While signs of economic
progress are visible throughout

| the area, the Gwinnett Place ar-
ea continues to struggle,” Nash
wrote in a letter of support for
the application. “As the second

most populous county in Geor-
gia, Gwinnett County’s role in
the overall economic health

of both Metro Atlanta and the
State of Georgia cannot be over-
stated. These buildings rep-
resent one of Gwinnett Coun-
ty’s most important and strate-
gic business districts, and their
well-being is closely tied to the
state’s economic health.”

In addition to the applica-
tion, the community improve-
ment district is planning more
trails and other upgrades that
Allen hopes will make the
Gwinnett Place area more de-
sirable. If the offices fill up, he
said, more restaurants, hotels
and other services will follow.

“The opportunity zone is not
our silver bullet,” Allen said.
“It’s a piece of the puzzle to our
overall strategy.”

A ndlhham

cording to the statement. Da-



