New water reclamation plant replaces six

Gwinnett's new Yellow River Water
Reclamation Facility is now online
and replaces six old, inefficient treat-
ment plants. Even better, the actual
$245 million cost of construction is $5
million under budget.

“The state’s Environmental Protec-
tion Division allowed us to consolidate
these old plants into one and to reduce
the overall pollutant load going to the
Yellow River Watershed,” explains Ty-
ler Richards, deputy director for oper-
ations of Water Resources. The retired
facilities are Jackson Creek, Beaver
Ruin, Yellow River, Jack's Creek, No

Business Creek and Big Haynes Creek.

“We were convinced using a newer
‘construction manager at risk’ method
of contracting versus the traditional
‘plans and specifications and low bid
process’ would save money - and I'm
proud to report that our decision paid
off,” adds Lynn Smarr, assistant direc-
tor of Water Resources.

The County’s Master Plan, that
serves as a planning guide for the next
50 years, calls for an increase in the
treatment capacity of the Yellow River
‘Water Reclamation Facility from 14.5
million gallons per day (MGD) to 22

MGD. There will be no increase in the
total permitted flow discharged to the
Yellow River Basin, and the flow thatis
discharged will meet higher standards
than that currently coming from the
smaller facilities. Consolidation will
yvield reduced operating and mainte-
nance costs, and facility improvements
will increase capacity and aid manage-
ment of flows during peak periods,
meaning improved reliability of the
system and enhanced facility perfor-
mance. Benefits for homeowners in
the immediate vicinity are improved
odor control measures, stronger noise

heart care from cardiac experts.

Our expert team is made up of 24 cardiologists who have been
a part of our community for more than 25 years and nationally
respected surgeons—all supported by our own dedicated staff.
With the additicn of the state-of-the-art technology housed

in the new Strickland Heart Center, Gwinnett Medical Center
continues to improve the level of cardiac care not just in our
community, but across the entire state of Georgia.

one roof, heart patients don't have to worry about driving
all the way into downtown Atlanta to receive comprehensive

Expert cardiologists and surgeons.

This commitment means advanced treatments,
breakthrough procedures and more hearts saved. Most
importantly, because all these features are located under

Comprehensive
heart care
_ under one roof.
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To find a physician near you, call
678-312-5000 or visit gmcheart.com.
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When it comes to your heart, it's all about time.

Gwinnett Medical Center — Lawrenceville

Transforming Healthcare

Gwinnett Medical Center is a pmud recipient of the 2012
HealthGrades® America's 100 Best Hospitals™ Award.

abatement measures and reduced
lighting around the site.

Gwinneu County Commission Chair
Charlotte Nash said, “I'm so pleased
that our Water Resources team and
the contractors could bring such a
large, important project on line at a
reduced cost. [ commend everyone in-
volved for doing an outstanding job.”

PC Construction, Jacobs, CH2M
Hill, Precision Planning Incorporated
and Gwinnett County staff all located
offices on site 1o work together daily.
Their efforts delivered the new facil-

‘ity while keeping the old one running

during construction, as well as main-
taining permit limits. The project even
survived the September 2009 flood
without any major work stoppages or
significant spills.

-
Risk the
short-term

for long-term
viability

by Leo Wiener

Leasing Is a challenge In this down
economy. Property owners who make
prudent choices can set themselves up
for a big win in the short-term and en-
sure long-term viability for their com-
mercial properties.

When you are trying to fill vacant
space, you may be forced to take on
additional risks by leasing to tenants
that you might not have pulled the
trigger on in a bull market. The criti-
cal concept to remember is that you
will almost always earn more value
from a building that has tenants than
one that sits vacant,

In a retail center, you are often still
paying common area fees - power bills
for the parking lot and other charges
that don’t stop simply because a struc-
ture is empty. Weigh the value the
impact of foot traffic will have on a
fully leased commercial property - a
crucial element needed for the health
of your anchor stores. That alone can
make finding a tenant for an empty
Property a top priority.

Be more flexible when structuring
deals to fill your vacant properties.
You can make bigger concessions on
the bonuses for new tenants, or even
take on a tenant with a lower credit
rating than you would normally ac-
cept. Some of these risks will pay out
and may earn you a long-term tenant
that will keep your property occupied,
increase foot traffic and help you earn
money on your commercial proper-
ties. .

Lec Wiener is chair of the Gwinnett
Place Community Improvement Dis-
trict board of directors and a princi-
pal and partner with Glenwood De-
velopment Co. LLC.
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