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TODAY'S FOCUS
New Gwinnett Place CID chair looks toward improvements

By LEO WIENER
Special to GwinnettForum

(Editor's Note: we asked Leo Wiener, new chairman of the Gwinnett Place CID board
of directors, to give his views on what he sees in the immediate future. He is principal
and partner with Glenwood Development Company LLC, a firm specializing in mulfi-
tenant retail properties, with more than 15 years in commercial real estate. -eeb)

DULUTH, Ga., May 6, 2011 -- The business leaders serving on the Gwinnett Place Community
Improvement District (CID) Board of Directors are focused on executing the goals of our diverse
stakeholders in all of our efforts.

As commercial property and business owners with long-standing interests in the
continued success of greater Gwinnett Place, we know the importance of financial
responsibility and accountability, We take that into account with all of the plans we
create and every decision we make on behalf of the CID.

. am committed to continuing our fiscally responsible stewardship of the resources
W entrusted to us as we make sound long term decisions and leverage every dollar
i possible through available funding opportunities.

One of the CID's chief priorities is reducing travel delays in our area. In the very
near future, everyone driving in the Pleasant Hill Road corridor will witness and benefit from
substantial improvements addressing traffic congestion relief.

As 2011 progresses, the CID will continue its work with state and local transportation authorities to
re-create the existing Pleasant Hill Road bridge over I-85 into the innovative traffic pattern calleda
diverging-diamond interchange (DDI).

Construction for the DDI interchange will start in early 2012 and will be )
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completed in three to four months. Traffic congestion delays are
forecasted to decrease by as much as 4o percent during peak travel time,
and the improved levels of service will likely remain effective for the
next 10 years.
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Accompanying the bridge project are plans to redesign the intersection of Venture Drive at Pleasant
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- GWINNETT CALENDA!

Techmcal College's Busbee Center; The subject will
: be "Stroke: Every Second Counts." Presented by -
" Gwinnett Medical Certter and Partnership Gwinnett
The program will highlight signs and symptoms of
strok risk factors, treatment and rehabilitation. There

NEW) Gwinnett Relay for Life: Today from & p.
" until Sahnday “at Gwinnett County Fairgrounds in
* Lawrenceville. (Survivors walk at 7 p.m.) Relay. -
 benefits the American Cancer Society with Gwinnett
{ County having the world record for the most money:
 raised during a relay. Come out and enjoy the =
activities. More details: send emal| orcall-
_770-314-0123

: (NEW) Tth annual Burefoot ln tha Pa.rk Fastwal.

- May 6 to May 8, Town Green in Downtown Duduth. -
. Many activities on tap, including art walk, fashion -
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Hill. Venture Drive will be widened to include five lanes, 2 new two-way center left turn lane and how, ;rﬁsf'é market, 'éhildrenfé art, andlotsof =~
upgraded pedestrian crossings. - entertainment. For more information, visit this site. =

And the CID is now in its third year of maintaining optimal traffic signal timing throughout the area. - Master Gardener Plant Sale: Starting at 9 a.m., May -
This cost-effective method of relief produces a 45 percent decrease in the number of stops and a 31 -7, CoolRay Field parking lot, sponsored by the -
percent decrease in delays along Pleasant Hill Road alone. - Gwinnett County Cooperative Extension Service. |
 Items available for purchase wil include perennials,
On another front, the CID will update the market assessment “annuals, and vegetable, blueberry, raspberry and =
and action plans completed for the area as part of the Atlanta blackberry plants e i PiaT
. Regional Commission's Livable Centers Initiative. B

Incorporating fresh real-world economic and demographic - Gardening Workshop: 10 h;rr_a. t0 2 p.m, May 7at
data will help guide our long-range planning efforts as we . Mary Kistner Nature Center, 2689 Lenora Road, - :
continue to explore innovative solutions to keeping the area _ Snelivile. Master Gardener Shaninon Pable of Buford .~

vibrant for the foreseeable future,

: The CID is also reviewing the results from extensive studies of
residential, business and consumer opinions and attitudes - ik
about the Gwinnett Place area. These findings will help to - Sustainabllity Summit: 9 a.m. To 1:30 p.m., May 13,

direct improvement projects and policy decisions aimed at * presented by Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce at
benefiting the area as a whole and ensuring that we continue i n
to meet the goals set forth by our board.

. Gwinnett Environmental and Heritage Center.. -

These and many other ongoing efforts are aimed at our overall
objective -enhancing the vitality and economic development
opportunities within Gwinnett County’s central business
district.

Landscaping around Gwinnett Piace CID..

Please take a moment to page through our site at
www.GwinnettPlaceCID.com to learn more about all of the initiatives underway. We welcome the
opportunity to hear your ideas and have your participation as we work to keep Gwinnett Place the
place to be.
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Manner Americans marked bin Laden's death is worrisome
By ELLIOTT BRACK
Editor and publisher

MAY 6, 2011 - The way some Americans marked the death of Osama bin Laden worries me, Much
of the outpouring of sentiment over his death was unseemly and barbaric to American values.

- Don't get me wrong. The United States was right to hunt down this
merciless renegade extremist. Osama bin Laden stood for the very worst in
 humans, trying to use terrorism and force to achieve his goals. He was the
| antithesis of a ideal person. He seemed to care little for human beings, and
- did not mind inflicting harm on others to get his point across.

Yet what really bothered us is the way in which many Americans actually
"celebrated” his death. His death, we hope, is a turning point in the war on
terrorism. We applaud the removal of a despotic leader. But crowds of people in many cities marked
the occasion by chanting "USA, USA, USA?" Others reveled in this incident like it was a one-sided,
totally American victory, where in reality, the bin Laden death benefited not only our nation, but all
of mankind.

Such instances seemed to me far too celebratory. Relief at bin Laden's death.....yes. An inner feeling
like his death was deserved...yes. Knowing that the world is safer because of the demise of this
person....yes. But celebration?

Perhaps it's because we usually see such outpourings of emotion when people cheer in such fashion
at victory in a sporting event. This was nothing like a sporting event, but a major turn of history that
could mark the beginning of a new chapter, or the end, of one phase of history. It is significant, but
far more serious an event that mere outpouring of raw emotion indicate. Chanting cheers seemed
sophomoric at best, crude in nature, and claw at what most Americans believe and stand for,

Maybe it was simply the unleashing of inexperienced of youth. Perhaps we should
not take this celebration so seriously. But it bothers me.

E———————

A freshman student from McDonough, Ga., A.J. Archer, writing in The Red and
Black at the University of Georgia this week, may have hit the nail on the head:

"The rally outside of the White House...is a strong testament to our nation’s unity.
But it portrays us as a nation that preaches hate toward those who hurt us. Hate,
when satisfaction, is just as rewarding.

"Take pride for the accomplishments of your country, and rejoice that you have the opportunity to
live here. But do not lose your humanity in the process.”

Thanks, AJ. © MORE RECENT COMMENTARY

EEEEN
We give President Obama thumbs up on two aspects of this operation.

First, the body was buried at sea in the tradition of bin Laden's religion. The body was not allowed to
be a centerpiece of emotional outpouring.
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