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Georgia Department of Transportation Awards Gateway Grants: 
Gwinnett Village CID, Gwinnett Place CID and City of Suwanee receive 

grants to fund revitalization efforts 

 
Norcross, GA (March 30, 2009) --- The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) 

recently awarded $150,000 in grants to aid three Gwinnett County groups in their 

revitalization efforts. Grants were awarded to the City of Suwanee, Gwinnett Village 

Community Improvement District (CID) and Gwinnett Place CID. All three grants will be 

used for improvements surrounding active Interstate-85 interchanges with 

redevelopment potential.  

 

“These three projects were selected to receive Georgia Department of Transportation 

Roadside Enhancement and Beautification GATEway Grants based on review and 

recommendation of our Roadside Enhancement and Beautification Council members,” 

said Davie Biagi, landscape architect for the Georgia Department of Transportation. “ A 

primary goal of the GATEway Grant program is to fund enduring enhancement of the 

roadsides for the traveling public, so evidence the groups have solid plans for quality 

maintenance of their beautification projects was key. The Georgia DOT appreciates the 

fine examples and enthusiastic participation of these local government entities in 

beautifying Georgia’s public rights of way. ” 

 

The Gwinnett Place CID project centers around continued landscape improvements at 

the Interstate-85, Pleasant Hill Road interchange and includes enhanced landscaping for 

the northeast and southeast quadrants of that exit. The CID has already undertaken and 
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completed a similar project for the Steve Reynolds Boulevard interchange and part of 

the Pleasant Hill Road exits. 

 

“These interchanges serve as a welcome mat for Gwinnett County,” said Joe Allen, 

executive director for Gwinnett Place CID. “The investments made set the standard and 

send a message that these areas remain successful and are poised to continue thriving 

in the future.  Landscaping is just one step in promoting quality redevelopment 

throughout the area.” 

 

The $50,000 grant that Suwanee received will be used for landscape enhancements 

around the GA-317 (Lawrenceville-Suwanee Road), Interstate-85 interchange. The 

beautification project is part of the City’s overall redevelopment plan that includes 

infrastructure, streetscape and transportation improvements as well as marketing and 

branding for the area. The landscaping improvements that will be partially funded 

through the grant are an integral part of the overall plan for the area. 

 

“Suwanee Gateway is in good company with the CID areas,” said Denise Brinson, 

director of economic and community development for the City of Suwanee. “The fact that 

so many communities are working to redevelop and make these types of improvements 

does nothing but cement the notion that great things are happening in Gwinnett.” 

 

Gwinnett Village CID will be using their grant to help fund a $125,000 aesthetic 

improvement project centering around the southwest corner of Interstate-85 and Jimmy 

Carter Boulevard. The newly landscaped plot will serve as an extension of the previous 

$825,000 beautification project that the CID has undertaken including the landscaping of 

the interchanges at Jimmy Carter Boulevard, Indian Trail Road and Beaver Ruin Road. 

Similar to these previous projects, the Jimmy Carter Boulevard, I-85 Gateway project will 

utilize an undulating pattern of primarily native and drought resistant plant materials. 

 

“It’s more than just landscaping, the aesthetic improvements promote a sense of 

security, pride and community,” said Chuck Warbington, executive director for Gwinnett 



         

 

Village CID. “It helps create an environment that is appealing to residents and 

businesses in the district.” 

 

For more information on the grants please contact Chuck Warbington, executive director for 

Gwinnett Village CID, chuck@gwinnettvillage.com, 770-449-6515; Denise Brinson, director of 

economic and community development for Suwanee, denise@suwanee.com, 770-904-3385; or 

Joe Allen, executive director for Gwinnett Place CID, jallen@gwinnettplacecid.com, 678-924-

8170.  
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