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2013 was a cornerstone year in the continued forward progress of the Gwinnett Place CID. 
Our CID saw many major improvements come to fruition:

• The new Pleasant Hill Road over I-85 Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) opened 
and has resulted in much improved traffic flow and safety;

• The new Georgia State Patrol Post coming to Pleasant Hill Road, which means more 
public safety officers on area streets;

• The clear success of the Greater Gwinnett Place Opportunity Zone (OZ) has resulted 
in investment and relocation to the Gwinnett Place area by industry-leading businesses 
such VetConnexx, TravelSky, National DCP and others, resulting in hundreds of new 
jobs in the area;

• In concert with Partnership Gwinnett, Gwinnett Place CID-sponsored events 
showcased the district to metro-Atlanta’s real estate professionals;

• Re-setting of the Greater Gwinnett Place Tax Allocation District (TAD) to promote 
redevelopment;

• Major improvements in streetscaping and landscaping.

The CID Board of Directors is proud of these accomplishments and continues to lay 
the groundwork for future growth and progress in our district. Our community has seen 
significant positive, tangible changes over the past year. These accomplishments are due to 
your participation as a stakeholder, and we thank you for your continued support.

	 	 	 	 	 Thank	you,
     Gwinnett Place CID Board of Directors
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Award Winning Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) 
                          Opens in Gwinnett Place CID

After several years of planning, coordination 
and engineering, 2013 saw the opening of the 
largest CID project to date, the Pleasant Hill 
Road over I-85 Diverging Diamond Interchange 
(DDI) on June 9, 2013. This completes a 
signature project that serves as a symbol of the  
re-emergence of Gwinnett Place as the 
community’s central business district. Drivers 
immediately noticed traffic relief and improved 
safety at the intersection. Pedestrians were able 
to enjoy the full experience by September, with 
enhanced mobility access across the bridge.

In November, the DDI, which is the first 
eight-lane  DDI in the United States and the first 
in Gwinnett County, received two awards of 
excellence for design and engineering. 

The Georgia Partnership for Transportation 
Quality (GPTQ) named the Gwinnett Place 
area DDI its winner in the Innovative Solutions 
Category in Preconstruction Design. The GPTQ 
found the design of the interchange embodied 
the ongoing engineering innovations required to 
address the transportation needs for Georgia. 

The DDI also received the 2014 Georgia 
Engineering Excellence Award from the American 
Council of Engineering Companies of Georgia. 
The DDI was designed by the URS Corporation 
and constructed by E.R. Snell Contractor. 

Funding for the project was provided by the 
Gwinnett County Board of Commissioners, 
the State Road and Tollway Authority and the 
Gwinnett Place CID.

• First DDI in Gwinnett County
• First 8-lane DDI in USA
• 51% Decrease in average number of  stops
• 43% decrease in total delays along Pleasant Hill Road

Pleasant Hill Road DDI brings  
significant positive impact for  

customers traveling to  
Gwinnett Place area.

From top: January 2014 Aerial 
view of DDI; Completed DDI; 
Erick Fry - URS Corporation 
and Joe Allen - GPCID 
accept the State Award from 
the American Council of 
Engineering Companies of 
Georgia; the new fence design 
as seen from I-85.
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Gwinnett Place CID 
     A Focus on Job Creation

Leo Wiener, GPCID; Kellie Brownlow, 
Partnership Gwinnett; Robert Long,  
Gwinnett County; Joe Allen, GPCID.

Working on behalf of existing investors and commercial 
property owners throughout the district, the Gwinnett Place 
CID continues to provide the tools required for economic 
re-development throughout the corridor.

Throughout the year, the Gwinnett Place CID and 
Partnership Gwinnett worked jointly to promote 
opportunities in the Gwinnett Place area. 

Map of Greater Gwinnett Place Area Opportunity Zone  

Opportunity Zone 

Opportunity Zones (OZ) benefit local businesses and give a 
competitive advantage in the form of tax incentives to new or existing 
businesses that create two or more new jobs in Georgia. In January 
2013, the Gwinnett Place CID, along with the Georgia Department 
of Community Affairs (DCA) and the Gwinnett Chamber Economic 
Development announced the approval of the Greater Gwinnett Place 
Opportunity Zone. The incentive, which is available for new or 
existing businesses that create two or more new net jobs for Georgia, 

offers the State’s maximum job tax credit - $3,500 per job - and additional credits to be used against the 
business’s income tax liability and state payroll withholding. The creation of this OZ will strongly benefit 
local businesses and will continue to put  Gwinnett at a competitive advantage in its recruitment efforts.

The OZ benefits local businesses and gives greater Gwinnett Place a competitive advantage in recruitment 
efforts that are important to redevelopment. The abatements or exemptions of certain taxes promotes 
investment in the community. Both new and existing businesses within the OZ’s boundaries are eligible 
for these tax credit incentives. In 2013, the Greater Gwinnett Place OZ created 475 jobs and $10 million 
in private investment.

In partnership with the Gwinnett Place CID, the Gwinnett Chamber Economic Development teams work 
to support revitalization, economic stability, and business growth efforts throughout Gwinnett’s central 
business district. Senior Vice President of Gwinnett Chamber Economic Development, Nick Masino, 
commented, “The combination of office space inventory available in the Gwinnett Place area, coupled 
with the incentives offered through the Opportunity Zone, provides a unique business advantage. The 
introduction of this Opportunity Zone will serve as yet another tool to support the County’s growing 
economic base.”

Greater Gwinnett Place 
Opportunity Zone
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Welcoming New Investment
     To the Greater Gwinnett Place Area

The CID has seen hundreds of jobs coming into 
the area, thanks in large part, to the Greater Gwinnett 
Opportunity Zone. Businesses such as Moonbeam 
Capital Investments, LLC; National DCP; HAMACO 
Industries Corporation;  Idaka America, Inc.; Okaya, 
Inc.; TravelSky Technology; VetConnexx and many 
other corporations are choosing to locate within the 
Gwinnett Place area. 

 Governor Nathan Deal and representatives from 
about 40 government and businesses, spent a week 
in Asia to promote trade and tourism in August. 
TravelSky Technology Ltd., which is based in 
Beijing, brings a projected investment of $10 million 
and is expected to create 50 jobs. Upon their return, 
Governor Deal announced that more Asian-based 
companies would be opening offices in  the Gwinnett 
Place area. 

Also in August, National DCP, the distribution 
partner for Dunkin’ Donuts, opened its new corporate 
office in the Gwinnett Place area. The opening 
created more than 125 full-time administrative jobs 
in the location. 

Gwinnett Place CID, Gwinnett County, 
Partnership Gwinnett, the Gwinnett Chamber 
of Commerce and the Georgia Department of 
Economic Development worked cooperatively to 
bring the national headquarters to the Gwinnett 
Place area; further evidence of a favorable 
economic climate within the district.

In November, VetConnexx announced that it will 
open its third location bringing more than 300 jobs 
to the district with the opening of its Customer 
Service Contact Center. The company is located 
in a 30,897-square-foot-facility on Breckenridge 
Road, which is within the Greater Gwinnett Place 
Opportunity Zone.

Gwinnett County officials are hopeful that these 
openings in the Gwinnett Place area will help with 
the revitalization efforts of the Gwinnett Place CID. 

Nick Masino, Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce; Yuanchang Huang, Vice President, TravelSky;  
Charlotte Nash, Gwinnett County Commission Chair; Governor Nathan Deal.
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Welcome to Georgia State Patrol Post 51
The Gwinnett Place CID worked with the Gwinnett County Board of 

Commissioners to bring Georgia State Patrol Post 51 to the area. In March, 
the Commissioners approved a lease agreement with R.W. Management for 
the new Georgia State Patrol post on Pleasant Hill Road. In August, Post 51 
was welcomed back to Gwinnett County with a ribbon cutting at their new 
office located on Pleasant Hill Road. 

Clean-Up

Community Patrols Yield Results
Greater Gwinnett Place continues to experience a 
decrease in overall criminal incidents, according to 
reports from the Gwinnett County Police Department 
Crime Analysis Unit. New statistical data released 
by Gwinnett County Police shows reflects incident 
comparison between 2007 and 2013: 

  ROBBERY:    DOWN 57%
  MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT:  DOWN 56%
  THEFT:    DOWN 49%
  BURGLARY (Commercial):  DOWN 61%

During the same reporting period, the number of area 
traffic accidents also showed a noticeable decrease - 
down 34% in 2013 from 2007 levels. Overall tracked 
crime incidents are down 38% in the CID during 2013 
from the CID baseline year of 2007.

In 2013, the Gwinnett Place CID crews and staff  
reported the following:

TRASH - Cleared 25.47 tons of debris from area roadways in 
Gwinnett’s central business district.

SIGNS - Removed 1,606 signs placed illegally in the right-of-way.
LIGHTING - Reported 189 malfunctioning street/parking lot lights 

that were repaired.
SIGNALS - Reported 43 malfunctioning or burned out traffic signals 

to Gwinnett County that resulted in the repair of the signals.
GRAFFITI -Only 22 separate instances of graffiti were 

identified during 2013 in the CID with three months of  
no incidents of graffiti. 

A Strong Sense of  Community
In the Greater Gwinnett Place Area

During the last year, miles of new sidewalks, landscaping, 
lighting and streetscape elements have been constructed 
and installed along Pleasant Hill Road, Satellite Boulevard 
and other roadways. Gwinnett Place CID is working with 
Gwinnett County DOT to create a more walkable, safe and 
sustainable community.

Streetscaping 
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STATEMENT OF REVENUES & EXPENDITURES
Year Ended December 31, 2013

REVENUES
Property Tax Revenues, Net of Administrative Fee $1,095,303
Intergovernmental Grants $1,440,655
Interest Income $6,137
      Total Revenues $2,542,095

EXPENDITURES
Accounting $18,347
Business Development, Dues, Printing & Design,
      Website & Telecommunications $16,118
Computer Expense, Office Supplies, Postage, Other $2,668
Insurance $9,751
Legal Ads & Legal Fees $10,442
Occupancy Expenses $24,858
Payroll & Related Expenses $226,526
Programs, Projects & Studies $706,227
     Total Expenditures $1,014,937

Increase in Restricted Fund Balance $1,527,158
Restricted Fund Balance, Beginning of Year $777,909
Restricted Fund Balance, End of Year $2,305,067

The Gwinnett Place Community Improvement District (CID) receives funding through 
special tax assessments on commercial property within the CID area to be used for 
purposes outlined by the Gwinnett County Community Improvement District Act. Taxes 
are collected by the Gwinnett County Tax Commissioner and are disbursed to the CID 
less a one-percent processing fee.

The full 2013 Independent Auditors Report can be found online at  
www.GwinnettPlaceCID.com
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GWINNETT PLACE CID
2013 Board of  Directors
              and Observers

Gwinnett Place CID
3700 Crestwood Parkway
Suite 680
Duluth, Georgia 30096
678-924-8171

 Andy Sumlin - Cushman & Wakefield, Tim Hur - International Business 
Accelerator, LLC., Craig Kaufman - Kaufman Realty Group, 

Leo Wiener - Glenwood Development Company, Lynn Rainey (Legal Counsel), 
James Song - Sante Fe Mall, Mark Williams - Printing Trade Company, 

Melanie Alfredsson - JCPenney. 
NOT PICTURED: Kimberly Morphis - LVK Management Corporation

The CID’s Board of Directors represent commercial properties 
and businesses in the district with a dedication to the area’s 
economic vitality. These directors serve as of 12/31/2013.


